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FOUR TOWNS, FOUR HIDDEN GEMS

Riverside walks, medieval cathedrals, thousand-year-old castle ruins, gastronomic
festivals and unique adventures in nature. What if we told you that by exploring

Komdrno, Elblgg, Szombathely and Kutaisi you could experience all of these?

These four towns located in four different countries - Slovakia, Poland, Hungary
and Georgia - all have unique cultural treasures, yet there are many similarities
between their attractions. This is the reason why it is well worth going on a longer

tour to discover the hidden treasures of these four settlements!

Travel back in time to antiquity and wander among the Roman monuments

of Savaria, following in the footsteps of St. Martin, or put on your hiking boots and
explore the military fortifications of Komdrno on the Danube, situated just a couple
of hours away. The unforgettable experience of travelling on a b6gdshajé

(a kind of transport boat) is also a must! A little further north, Elblgg - the Polish
port city famous for its canal system, buildings of the old town and, of course,

its local speciality beers - awaits its visitors.

Should you prefer to marvel at monumental cathedrals, would rather explore
oriental culture or are a true extreme nature sports enthusiast,

the Georgian city of Kutaisi is a destination for you.

Indulge in the unique atmospheres and hidden treasures of these four towns!

Get carried away by the local history and gastronomy or lose yourself in the
refreshing and relaxing natural environment! These four towns, either individually

or all together, are perfect for a family day out or a memorable getaway with friends.
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Famous for its lakes and canals, Elblqg is the largest port town in the north Polish
region with opportunities to embark on a variety of adventures. Take a stroll through
the streets of the Old Town and admire its towering monuments, the guardians

of history, perhaps clutching a bottle of fine Polish beer in your hand.

One of the most exciting draws for the town, and indeed Poland, is the canal system
with its land- and water-borne boats as the biggest attraction. One very special
feature of the Elblgg Canal is that some sections require the boats to make their
way over land until they reach the water again. Feel free to marvel at beautiful

forests and swamps from the deck, while the special hydraulic system labours

beneath you to overcome 100 metres of difference in level.

The medieval Polish town was surrounded by fortifications in the 14th century,

but the only remaining part of the walls that preserves the memory of those days is
the former city gate, the Brama Targowa, which is considered to be the symbol

of Elblgg. The town’s most monumental landmark is the 13th-century Gothic
Cathedral of St. Nicholas, with its 97-metre-tall tower offering a breath-taking view

of the town centre.

Elblgg is not only worth a visit for its sights, but also for its events. The most
prominent among these is the Bread Festival at the end of each summer, with

a repertoire ranging from concerts and craft vendors to street theatre.

You can escape the hustle and bustle of the town for a breath of fresh air in the

Bazantarnia Park forest and visit the 19th century water mill complex there.

The renowned Polish beers are not
to be missed, the most famous

of these is EB, straight from Elblgg.
So, while the evenings should

be dedicated to sampling the wide
assortment of beers, you can visit
St. Mary’s, the Holy Ghost

and Corpus Christi churches during

the day, or learn about the town'’s
history in the Archaeological

and Historical Museum.
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Dating back almost 3000 years, Kutaisi, on the banks of the Rioni River, is one of the
largest cities in Georgia. It is also the capital of the former kingdom of Georgia.

The settlement west of Tbilisi is shrouded in myth, which makes it even more exotic
for Central European adventurers like us. The architectural masterpieces of the town

are a match for the natural wonders of the area.

The biggest landmark and symbol of the town is the Bagrati Cathedral, built in the

11th century, which is decorated with ancient frescoes. A walk between its walls

is a journey back in time for visitors.

Located just a stone’s throw from the town, the Gelati Monastery awaits us,

a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The building complex still preserves the features

of 12th century Orthodox religious architecture. The highlight of the monastery tour
is the Motsameta Monastery, erected on the cliffs above the Ckalcitela River, offering
a magnificent view from its gateway of the forests surrounding

the popular pilgrimage site.

A little further afield from the heritage-rich Kutaisi, visitors can study dinosaur
footprints and bones in the karst caves of the Sataplia Nature Reserve, or even take

a boat trip on an inland lake to see the stalactite system of the Prometheus Cave.

If you should be seeking some extreme adventure, the Rioni River is the perfect place
for white-water rafting enthusiasts, and the beautiful mountainous region can also

be explored on a canyoning trip.

In addition to marvelling at the natural treasures surrounding Kutaisi from an
elevated position, there are two cable cars in the town that offer breath-taking views
from over the buildings. The range of monuments from different eras is completed
by one strikingly futuristic construction: the Georgian Parliament Building, a great

oval-shaped glass and steel dome, which is the most modern landmark in the city.
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Komdrno is one of the oldest towns in Slovakia and offers visitors an exciting leisure
experience whatever the season. Lying on the Hungarian-Slovakian border, this jewel

on the Danube was once the southern quarter of Komdrom in today’s Hungary.

The town’s principal attraction is the Monostor Castle, a unique monument in Europe.
A walk around the battlements of this gigantic 25-hectare fortress is

a breath-taking experience, it is no accident that it has earned a place

on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Close by to Komdrno, a large part of the ancient Roman
military camp of Clementia still awaits proper excavation
and exploration, but the visible fragments of this

monument are in themselves a sight to behold.

The Brigetio Spa, bearer of the former Celtic name of the

town, is another major attraction in the heart of Komdrno.

Visitors to the spa, which has outdoor and indoor pools,
as well as a sauna park, can take a dip in the accredited

thermal waters.

For more water adventures, explore the open riverside
beach of Koppdnymonostor on a pristine stretch of the
Danube, where in addition to canoe and kayak hire, you

can also take a trip on a b6gdshajé (a kind of barge),

regarded as a trademark of Kormdrno.

Returning to the town’s main square, another important tourist destination is the
Zichy Palace and its gardens, housing the Courtyard of Europe, which features the
architectural styles of the 45 regions.

If you are longing for something unconventional then be sure to catch a performance
at the Hungarian Equestrian Theatre. This brick-and-mortar theatre has become

a unique attraction not only in the region but also globally, creating a new genre

and forever inscribing its name upon the history of theatre.

Having immersed yourself in the cultural treasures of Komdrno, hop onto an electric
bike to admire Fort Igmdndi and the Star Fortress, and cross the Elizabeth Bridge

to see both the New Castle and the Old Castle. If you fancy exploring the area on
foot, then there are scenic hiking trails along the Danube Bend or to St. Paul’s Island,
of take a stroll along the Szényi botanical footpath, but be sure to download

the Green Komdrom app to help you find your way around.
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The oldest continuously inhabited Hungarian town, Szombathely, or Savaria as it was
known in the Roman eraq, is located in the western Transdanubian region of Hungary.
There are many famous sights to see around this town,

which is characterised by its rich history.

Remnants of ancient Savaria can be found all over Szombathely, sometimes in the
most unexpected places, such as under the glass floor of a bank branch in the Main
Square. This, the largest known single mosaic floor from the Roman period in Europe,
a remnant of ancient Savaria, was discovered in the Ruin Gardens that are named
after Istvdn Jdrddnyi Paulovics.

The Cathedral, located next to the Ruin Garden, is Hungary's third largest

and a fascinating sight with its modest decoration and marble columns.

Roaming among the religious monuments, visitors are welcomed by the church
of St. Martin—the most famous historical personality to have been born in the
town—and the Episcopal Palace, where the library containing the Bishop's personal

collection is open to the public.

Travelling further back in time, the Iseum, an Egyptian temple dedicated
to the goddess Isis, is another must see, ranking third in size among the world’s
temples to Isis. At the Savaria Historical Carnival in August, you can even take part

in a ceremony between the columns of the Iseum, dedicated to the goddess.

Having been completely carried away by the spirit of antiquity, discover how people
in the villages of Vas County have lived over the past 250 years. The Vas County
Village Museum is the most visited exhibition in Szombathely, one where you can
glimpse the worlds of the various social strata through

authentically furnished buildings.

The annual Savaria Historical Carnival is undoubtedly Szombathely’s most renowned
event, presenting Roman traditions and the history of the town across several

venues in a festival in which all the arts are represented.
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e Visegrad Fund

Graphics:

Lizard Projects

Photos:
Mészdros Zsolt/ Savaria Turizmus Nonprofit Kft,,
Elblag Varos Onkormdanyzata,
Kutaisi Varos Onkormdnyzata,

OOCR Podunajsko-Dunamente Turisztikai Desztinacié Menedzsment Szervezet



